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THE NAVYIGATOR
(PG). Directed by
Vincent Ward. Starring
Hamish McFarlane,
Bruce Lyons, Chris

Hawwood,

Academy Twin, Pitt

Centre.
* k&

Navigator dazzles the senses

a NI/Aussle co-pro-

duction about a group
of 14th century miners
who tunnel through the
aarth to reach a 20&h
century clity? Realing -
with Instant mohawk halr-
style — In shock?

With 3 storyline Hke this, The
Navigarar could have heen
doomed o poky late night ECTEER-
ings in Artsville, France.

Instead, we have a complex
darzhmg Nilm, ambiticusly con-
ceived and conflidently executed,
A ilm which takes on a cumber-
some  putragecus storyline and
produces emngrossing enteriain-
ment filled with fine perfor-
mances, cuilstianding
cinematography. pathos, percep-
tion and. yes, even humour.

Simply on the basis of stylish
entertmmment which overcomes
hudpget and story disadvantages,
The Navigaior is well deserving of
its recent six Australiam Film
Instinute Awards — including Best
Falm. -

With his imaginative story

s 0 what do you think of

about a young boy, his brother
and friends who try to tunpel
away from the Cumbrian Marshes
and the steadily advancing threat
of the Black Death, Mew Lealand
director Vincent Ward has created
a timeless, beautiful looking film
which breaks conventions and
adds yet another Facel 1o the MNew
Zealand = and Australian = film
indusiry.

There are Maws — a jumpy
change from black and white inlo
colour, moments of conlasion. an
ending which sails close o the
cliched {although it s1ill produces
e Minal twist).

However, even the jumpiest
fMashback Torward segquence
works to The Mavigaiers advan-
tage where a patient avdience is
concerned. All is explained in this
film. The characiers consistently
hold the interest and the seem-
ingly uneven pace gives The
Marvigaror a restless energy which
is often lacking in ils more
conveniional Australiam cousins.

The keynote to a striking film is
a MNinely tuned cast with not one
lace oul of place. For audiences
resigned to Mat-voiced, Nai-footed

Aussie Support ch:r;n:l!i.-rn._ The
Navigatoris a constant delighl.

From young siar Hamish
MeFarlane's mesmerising perfor-
mande as the boy who Convimcer
village leaders to try a diflerent
escape, through to charismatic
Bruce Lyons as his alder brother
and wonderfal Australians New
Zealand sctors like Chris Hay-
wood, Paul Livingston and MNoel
Appleby in suppor roles, The
NMavigafor never puts a costing
Faon wiong.

Ready lor more delighis? A
rich, resomant soundirack based
an medieval Celue music addd o
the awthentee “feel”™ of the Tdm.,
Last, but deflinitely not least there
i5 the moody camerawork from
Geoll Simpson. The visual images
in this film are sutstanding by any
counlfy’s standards. If Frozen,
almost every frame here could
make the maost perfect phoio-
graph. That alonc makes The
Navigaror & delight not only for
filmbuffs but alse for any adul
|1}nki:|13 far imnovative, high qual-
ity home grown entertainment.
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